
HAWTHORNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
445 Lafayette Avenue, 2nd Floor

Hawthorne, NJ 07506
(973) 427-1300

June 8, 2021

Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families.

We hope this email finds your families doing well. The purpose of this correspondence is to
share an update regarding revised masking requirements. The governor’s press conference yesterday
afternoon included an announcement about updated mask requirements when indoors during extreme
heat. However, we were notified by the NJ DOE that masking protocols outlined in Executive Order No.
175, which are aligned with current CDC recommendations, remain in place.  This Executive Order does
include an exception to masking requirements outdoors during periods of extreme heat. Additionally, the
Executive Order includes an exception to masking protocols in situations where wearing a mask would
inhibit an individual’s health or when a period of extreme heat warrants students and staff to remove their
masks while indoors to protect individual health.

Based on this current guidance, effective Wednesday, June 9, 2021, the Hawthorne Public Schools will
employ the following changes to masking procedures for the remainder of the school year.

Outdoors
Students are permitted to remove their masks for all activities outdoors, including physical education
class, outdoor learning activities, and any school-based activities, such as field day or various other
end-of- year activities.

Transportation
Students are permitted to use their discretion and may remove their masks while on our school buses. We
are allowing this based on our current protocols which include open windows on our school buses to
promote airflow and plastic shields between each individual seat.  Buses equipped with air conditioning
will continue to be used to maintain a more comfortable temperature, but windows will remain open to
once again promote airflow.

Indoors
Due to the fact that the majority of our classrooms do not have air conditioning, we are asking students
and staff to adhere to the revised masking guidelines. We will continue to require students to wear masks
at arrival and dismissal and when traveling in the hallway.  However, once students arrive at their seat in
the classroom, they will have the option to remove their mask during instruction.  Please be aware that we
will maintain plastic shields in classrooms where they currently exist.



Finally, students and staff who elect to remain masked anytime throughout the school day are supported in
their decision to do so.

We realize that this has been a challenging year for everyone and we appreciate the understanding and
cooperation of our parents, students, and staff. Please know that we will continue to do everything we can
to ensure everyone’s safety while trying to make the learning environment as comfortable as possible.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Spirito
Superintendent of Schools


